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1 Executive Summary   

This report summarises the development of Dandelionôs Collaborative Platform to be 

known as the DANDELION SEED SSH RESEARCH LIBRARY. The platform was 

made live online in December, 2016 and will continue to develop throughout the project 

lifespan and beyond. 

One objective of the Dandelion SEED Platform is to enable the creation of 

multidisciplinary communities involved in SSH from a business, research and policy 

perspective as well as involve the general public and media. The community will 

promote the dissemination and exchange of ideas, research outcomes and SHH-

related content and the links created online will lead to further collaboration 

opportunities among the different players.  

 

Figure 1: The Dandelion SEED Library landing page  

 

Another objective is to provide IIRS research projects with an innovative dissemination 

platform, where their results can be seen in an attractive and accessible format, in 

context with other research focused on the same societal challenges. The purpose is to 

raise the interest in and visibility of EU-funded research in the field of ñInclusive, 

Innovative and Reflective societiesò and stimulate discussion around the research 

policies, results and agendas this research creates. The DANDELION SEED Library is 

an interactive repository for interactive, multi-media digital brochures known as SEEDs. 

The library combines the very best of traditional publishing with the very latest digital 
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publishing techniques, using a variety of media. The DANDELION SEED has been 

specifically designed to enable widespread communication of EU-funded SSH 

research. 

It allows the users to stay informed on research breakthroughs by providing access to a 

diverse range of material in a variety of formats, including articles, videos, recorded 

interviews and news. Library visitors can also interact with research projects about their 

latest results and innovations, while the platform also integrates projectsô social media 

activity, thus aggregating all communications into one attractive space. 

In summary, the platform is a valuable asset for those seeking to promote their work 

and build communities of like-minded individuals and institutions. It is also a valuable 

asset for those seeking information about IIRS and SSH research and looking to keep 

up to date with developments as they happen. 
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2 Technical overview 

The Dandelion SEED framework has been built on project partner IPLôs development 

site and will be hosted on IPLôs server as a live portal. Ongoing development will 

continue throughout the project lifespan and this will be done on the development site 

in parallel with the live portal, which will be continually updated. 

The Dandelion library runs on a PHP backend with an HTML5/Javascript front end. It 

uses a MySQL database - the code has been upgraded to use the MySQLi PHP 

library, which is the more secure and efficient replacement for the older standard 

MySQL PHP library.  

The Javascript for the front end user interface uses the latest versions of JQuery and 

JQuery UI libraries to ensure the best possible consistency across desktop and mobile 

devices. The data for each SEED is kept abstract from its visual representation, so new 

types of SEED player could be developed in the future to suit different devices should 

the need arise. 

 

3 What is a SEED? 

A SEED is an interactive digital brochure that combines the very best of traditional 

publishing with the very latest digital publishing techniques, using a variety of media. 

The SEED has been specifically designed for research projects to enable active 

dissemination.  

SEED offers a purpose-built content management system where all types of content, 

including copy, graphics, video, audio and flash presentations can be uploaded and 

published into an attractive and easy-to-navigate digital brochure called a SEED.  

Other documents, files and publications can also be stored in a SEED to be 

downloaded on to desktops. 

Projects can choose from a range of flexible brochure templates in which the content 

can be presented.  

Brochures come with in-built interactive functionality and integration with social media 

sites such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. This enables direct communication 

between research projects and their audiences and ensures that all project 

communications can be viewed in one space. 

SEEDs also have their own interactive functionality so members can keep their own 

personal notes on individual projects as well as leaving comments for others to see. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dandelion SEEDs can be viewed both on and offline and can be integrated into a 

project's own website as well as being hosted on the Dandelion SEED Library. They 

can also be put on to a memory stick to be distributed to delegates at conferences. 

But it is through the Dandelion SEED Library that SEEDs really come to life, bringing 

SSH research and innovation to the fingertips of all relevant stakeholders. 

 

4 The Dandelion SEED Library 

The real genius of Dandelion SEEDs is the way in which information is distributed ï 

through its own, dedicated research library, The Dandelion SEED Library. 

The SEED Library brings SSH research dissemination into context by hosting all 

project SEEDs in relevant thematic sections of the identified societal challenges facing 

Europe, and enabling members to follow those SEEDs in which they have a specific 

interest, from a policy, business, research or general perspective (Dandelionôs 

quadruple helix). 

Once created, SSH research project SEEDs are published on this library and 

disseminated to decision makers, influences and all stakeholders within the SSH and 

IIRS research domain. Interested library users can select to ófollowô each SEED in 

order to keep abreast of your research and innovation updates and developments. 

Followers are automatically alerted of any new content published on SEEDs, meaning 

they are always kept fully up to date with the results of their selected project.  

For projects, this ensures they are constantly building and interacting with a valuable 

list of potential users, collaborators, partners and funders, all with a known interest in 

their work 

Another major benefit of featuring on the Dandelion SEED Research Library is that 

those with a genuine interest in the work projects are doing are more likely to find out 

about you than by simply browsing the web. In the SEED Research Library projects are 

placed next to other research projects that are exploring similar or complimentary areas 

of research and innovation ï i.e. the library puts research projects into context. 

 

4.1 Dandelion SEED Research Library key benefits overview 

¶ Puts research projects into the context of whatôs going on in SSH research 

across Europe 

¶ Builds up a list of project ófollowersô for future targeted communication and 

collaboration 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Reaches a much wider and relevant online audience than standard websites 

¶ Enables collaboration, partner and funding opportunities 

¶ Shares information and communicates with user groups and audiences of 

similar projects ï so avoids reinventing the wheel! 

¶ Gathers feedback, shares knowledge and interacts with other projects and 

users for future research and innovation success 

The Dandelion SEED Library will be actively marketed by the Dandelion project to 

ensure an ever-growing membership base to benefit each research project it features. 

Future plans include a Dandelion web application. 

Having a presence on the Dandelion SEED Research Library is an efficient and cost-

effective form of active dissemination available to SSH research projects, while it 

allows for effective community building of stakeholders with complementary interests. 

 

5 Membership 

The Dandelion SEED Library is a membership portal. While all the information about 

IIRS and SSH research contained in the library is open access, being a member brings 

additional benefits, while also enabling projects involved in Dandelion to gather 

valuable data and build bespoke communities. 

When joining, members provide specific information in their profiles and gain access to 

valuable data about fellow members in return. The data they provide will help 

Dandelion build a useful database of IIRS stakeholders and be able to categorise 

members within the quadruple helix defined in the project and aid targeted 

dissemination. 

The large database of member stakeholders will link people through their mutual 

interests, expertise and involvement in research both past and present.  

 

5.1 Joining and data collection 

All those involved in or with an interest in IIRS and SSH research will be invited to join 

the Dandelion SEED Library through extensive marketing activity by the Dandelion 

project. Benefits of membership will also be clearly signposted on the Library portal and 

on the Dandelion website. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 2: The benefits of membership outlined on the Why Join page  

 

Members will be asked to submit specific data about themselves that will form their 

profile. From this, they will be able to customise their library interface to make it more 

useful for their specific needs, while their profile information will also enable projects to 

target specific information related to each memberôs specific interests. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 3: The joining page from which Dandelion member profiles will be created  

 

In addition to the information gathered on the form, there is a free form space where 

members can add additional information to complete their profile. This can include 

positions held, expertise, involvement in programmes and projects, for example, 

ñgovernmental expert at the H2020 Programme Committee for SC6ò or ñexpert 

evaluator in FP7ò. This will be valuable for the member as it will help link them up with 

relevant projects and members in the Library. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Members are also able to add information about the SEEDs within the Library with 

which they have an association. This will help build up a useful database of research 

actors involved in specific types of research and bespoke contact groups can be 

created to aid future collaboration. This part of the membership enrolment is moderated 

to ensure only bone fide associations are recorded. 

 

5.2  Benefits of membership as a Library user 

From a library user perspective, the benefits of joining the Dandelion community are 

that you will receive the latest information about research in which you have a direct 

interest. Membership will put you into direct communication with the researchers 

carrying out that work, while being part of a wider community you will be able to interact 

with others who share similar interests.  

Membership brings you the following enhanced functionality: 

 

5.2.1 Customisation 

As a member, you will be able to customise your library interface so that your home 

screen only displays the SEEDs of the projects from those sectors you have selected in 

your profile. You can see all sectors, but only those you have selected will appear on 

your own personal home page.  

 

5.2.2 Follow function 

As a member you will be able to ñfollowò individual project SEEDs in which you have a 

particular interest. All SEEDs selected to be followed will be displayed in each 

memberôs personal My SEEDs section for easy access. By following a SEED, 

members will be automatically alerted by email to the latest developments posted by 

the project in the library, ensuring they are kept fully up to date with the projectôs 

progress and any results. By following a SEED, members will also be able to post 

comments on that SEEDôs individual wall, meaning they are able to be involved in 

ongoing discussions online about the projectôs activities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Members are able to customise their home page and select which of the various 
sections to display. They can also select to follow individual SEEDs for My SEEDs  

 

5.2.3 Member profile 

When joining the Dandelion SEED SSH Research Library, members will be asked to 

submit information about themselves and their interests, which will form their profile. 

Each member will then have their own profile page, which is visible to other members. 

This will enable members to be grouped according to interests and targeted for 

relevant communications. Information gathered for the profile includes: 

Å Name 

Å Expertise in relation to Dandelionôs Quadruple helix  

Å Country 

Å Organisation 

Å Type of organisation ï dropdown  

Å Job title 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Å Main role 

Å Phone 

Å Email 

Å Company website 

Å Web presence on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook 

Å SSH areas of interest ï DANDELIONôs thematic focus for now 

Å Migration Research Platform 

Å Employment and New Growth 

Å Reversing Inequalities 

Å Cultures and Citizenship 

Å Global Justice and Stability 

Å Integration and Communication of SSH 

Members will also be able to add information about themselves and their work in a free 

form box that will be added to their profile page, alongside their head and shoulders 

photograph. 

The areas of interest will be displayed on membersô profile pages as attractive icons 

that match those used on the Dandelion website 

 

Figure 5: Thematic icons as displayed on the Dandelion website  

 

Some information to be displayed on the member profile pages will be displayed on 

every page, but members can choose to hide certain information, like phone numbers, 

for example.  

 

5.2.4 Search functionality for members 

All member profiles will be included in the Dandelion SEED database. This is destined 

to become a valuable resource for all stakeholders involved in SSH research and 

implementation from the four areas of interest highlighted by the project ï academia, 

business, policy and general public and media. To increase its viability as a valuable 

resource in this sector, the database is searchable and members can be found and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

grouped in relation to their stated interest in SSH and IIRS, geographical area, job, 

areas of research, activity in the Library (followed SEEDs). See section 8. 

 

5.2.5 Memberôs social media integration 

When signing up as a member and filling in profile information, members will be asked 

to include their details for their Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn activity. This is 

voluntary. All social media activity for the channels selected by each member will be 

displayed on their profile page ï keeping all their activity in one place, displayed within 

the SEED Player. Once a member is following individual projects (SEEDs), their activity 

on each SEEDôs wall will also be displayed on their profile page. Members can also 

see which SEEDs each member is following. If they have their own SEED, these 

details will also be added to the profile, with a link to it, list of followers of it and list of 

associated members. 

 

5.2.6 Content nudging 

As part of the memberôs customised home page in the SEED Library, sections will be 

added that enhance their experience and increase their exposure to information within 

their stated interests. As well as the My SEEDs section, which contains all their 

ñfollowedò SEEDs, their will also have a ñFeatured SEEDsò section that contains all 

SEEDs within their stated interests that have new information and a ñRecommended 

SEEDsò section that pushes SEEDs into their home page that the Library thinks they 

may be interested in. Finally, members will be able to apply to have their own SEED in 

the Library by clicking through to a ñHow Toò page and application form. 

 

Figure 6: The member home page with the various content nudges displayed  

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 SSH projects in the Dandelion SEED Library 

As well as being a valuable information source and interactive community for library 

visitor members, the Dandelion SEED Library has also been designed to deliver 

valuable benefits for those projects involved in using the resource as a communications 

tool for their research work.  

It is important that the SEED ecosystem is seen as useful from these two perspectives 

ï for those looking to be informed about the latest thinking in the SSH domain and for 

those looking to communicate that thinking to a relevant audience. 

 

6.1 Initial project selection 

Dandelion partners have selected 30 SSH projects to be part of the initial launch of the 

Dandelion SEED Research Library. These projects have all been identified as being 

interested in benefitting from the enhanced dissemination strategies being developed 

by Dandelion to be offered to projects. 

All 30 projects have been invited to participate and have been sent the relevant 

information about the materials they need to collect and the process involved. 

For this first iteration, Dandelion partners will build the original SEEDs, but after that 

initial stage, the library will be opened up to projects for them to manage their own 

SEED build and ongoing maintenance. It is important that projects have this 

functionality and are responsible for keeping their SEEDs up to date. By being made 

aware of the benefits of this activity, they will understand why remaining active in the 

library is so important for their dissemination success. 

The materials needed for a typical SEED build are indicated in the following figures 7 

&8. These have been send to the selected projects for the initial build and will be 

adapted for projects who register to participate and will be building their own SEEDs in 

the future . 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 7: A check list for a typical SEED build  

 


































