
DANDELION´S POLICY 
BRIEFS AND FACTSHEETS
DANDELION’s core objective is to highlight and 

promote the scientific knowledge on the 

socio-economic challenges European society is 

facing deriving from EU-funded projects in the field 

of “Inclusive, Innovative & Reflective Societies” (IIRS) 

(under both the FP7-SSH and H2020-IIRS 

programmes). Over the last year, a number of ‘hot 

topics’ have been selected and more than 25 

EU-funded projects and 50 other relevant 

information sources (e.g. studies from international 

organisations and research teams) were reviewed. 

The results of the partners analysis are presented in 

short documents (Policy Briefs) each one focusing on 

one ‘hot topic’ and outline the key findings and 

recommendations deriving from EU funded research. 

In addition, the respective Fact Sheets were 

developed acting as a ‘trigger’ for further reading (of 

the PBs) and/or the respective project(s) results.

www.dandelion-europe.eu
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The following Policy Briefs and Fact Sheets have 
been developed and are publicly accessible HERE

THE ROLE OF MEDIA IN FRAMING 
MIGRATION AND CONTRIBUTING TO 
MIGRANTS’ INTEGRATION

Abstract: The mass media has an important role to play in shaping public attitudes, 
especially in times of economic crisis and social tension. It can either fuel or moderate 
existing conflict by the way it presents information, the language it uses and the 
conclusions it reaches. Immigration, for example, is a complex phenomenon and the 
knowledge of and attitudes to immigration are constructed by continuous information from 
the media. In principle, the media tend to display a negative and stereotyped image of 
immigrants. They focus on sensationalist presentations of immigrants (anxiety-producing), 
and use negative terminology and high-impact images. 

MIGRATION AND THE RISE OF 
POPULIST NATIONALISM AND 
SOCIAL TENSION

Abstract: Over the past twelve years, social tension between Europe’s national majorities 
and minorities (migrant or native) has been growing. European countries have become 
increasingly sceptical about their ability to accommodate ethnic and religious diversity. 
Meanwhile, the massive influx of refugees to Europe is the most serious crisis that the 
European Union has faced since its foundation. In many European countries, the refugee 
inflow has strengthened xenophobia, nationalism, political extremism and anti-EU parties. 
A central fear of European voters is that refugee inflows could overwhelm their countries 
economically. 
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Abstract: The sustainability of a democracy relies on citizens’ participation and 
considering citizens’ perspectives, aspirations and visions of their democracies. 
Nevertheless, over the past decade, many concerns have been raised concerning the 
level of participation and engagement of EU citizens in democratic life and procedures 
of the EU, as well as about the implications that a lack of civic interest and participation 
could entail. 

CITIZEN’S POLITICAL 
PARTICIPATION IN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION

Abstract: The critical factors that influence the cultural and social integration of 
immigrant-ethnic minorities are the knowledge of the language and culture of the host 
society, complemented with frequent social interaction with members of the local 
population, recognising at the same time, that social and cultural integration is a two-way 
process. Education is therefore vital for integration, particularly with migrants who arrive 
at a young age and the ‘post-migration’ generations.

EDUCATION AS A PRINCIPLE 
PATHWAY FOR INTEGRATION 
OF THE POST-MIGRATION 
GENERATIONS

Abstract: Rising numbers of people started to arrive undocumented into the European 
Union particularly after 2014. According to Eurostat, EU member states received over 1.2 
million first-time asylum applications in 2015, more than double that of the previous year. 
A big problem after the arrival of migrants into EU countries has been their integration 
into the European Union society. The lack of employment not only causes economic 
distress to the migrants, but also keeps them separated from the local community. 
The concept of social entrepreneurship is gaining ground across the member states 
opening the path to also develop the skills in marginalized communities, including 
migrants and refugees. 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
TO TACKLE SOCIAL EXCLUSION

Abstract: Europe’s future prosperity depends on its young people. Despite the 
unprecedented opportunities which modern Europe offers, young people face challenges 
in education and training systems and in accessing the labour market. This in 
consequence increases their risk of becoming unemployed or inactive, living in poverty, 
being socially excluded all leading to higher economic and social costs for society. 

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT IN EU

ONLY 
1 JOB 

VACANCY
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GUESSH!
THE SSH SOCIAL GAME  

A social game called GueSSH! has been designed and developed to increase awareness 
on EU Citizens perception about SSH relevant challenges, aims at dispelling myths and 
demonstrate through a game-based approach that we tend to overestimate or 
underestimate the SSH challenges. 

The game proposes an innovative way to convey contents (based on 

research projects and official EC reports) addressing societal 

challenges like migration, integration, democracy, participation to 

policy, populism, radicalization and unemployment, to the large 

public and to the young generations (from teen-agers up) and, in 

the meantime, to shorten the gap among (often wrong) perception 

and reality. 

The game is designed with a series of questions composed by text, 

images or graphics, with a set of predefined answers to choose 

from. Then the game displays the correct answers with a summary 

of the research or project the data are extracted, providing the 

access to the sources.

At the end of the game, a summary of the user’s responses and 

related correct answers is provided, with the links to sources and 

detailed information (funded projects, publications, policy briefs 

from where the questions and related answers have been build 

up from).

The game can be used also, by a facilitator/moderator, during 

workshops as a stimulus and icebreaking tool to start a discussion 

about SSH related challenges. 

The game has been used for this purpose during the event 

WIRE2017, that took place in Košice, Slovakia on the 28th of June 

2017 organized by the European Commission and during the 

conference “helping to promote positive behaviors in the 

classroom”, in Chatham, Kent, UK on 21 September 2017, 

organized by the THRIVE project. The participants have positively 

reacted to the game and have been engaged in the discussion 

during the debriefing phase.

The game can be played in all devices (desktop computers, tablets, 

smartphones, smart TV) with an HTML5 compatible browser and 

an internet connection.

Game address HERE

3

http://dandelion-europe.eu/game/


Two interactive guides were developed to provide easy-to-follow 

support for those working in the field of Socio-economic Sciences 

and Humanities (SSH) and Inclusive, Innovative and Reflective 

Societies (IIRS). 

The Guides offer examples of best practices, useful tools, tips and 

recommendations and will greatly enhance the communication 

efforts of any project working in this field.

The content has been developed based on interaction with 

external experts and through the analysis of examples of 

successful dissemination activities in the field of social sciences.

One of the Guides, the “Need to disseminate SSH/IIRS research 

results? Learn how to reach your target groups (LINK)”, focuses on 

providing relevant insight into the dissemination of information to 4 

target groups: general public, policy makers, academia and media.

The other Guide, the “Guideline of good practices for 

dissemination and communication managers” (LINK), focuses on 

providing useful information about how to define and implement a 

strategic dissemination and communication plan for EU-funded 

projects. This guide provides valuable support for dissemination 

and communication managers on how to raise awareness about 

their work and to better communicate their results.

Both guides are also available for download and a physical version 

will be made available at events or upon request.

RELEASE OF TWO COMMUNICATION 
GUIDES FOR RESEARCHERS IN 
SOCIAL SCIENCES    

DANDELION launched two exciting new communication guides designed to help 
researchers improve their communication skills. 
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Young people find, that education is not valued enough in the job 

market and there are many occasions when the young have to 

accept jobs below their qualifications. The problem is even more 

acute in smaller cities and rural areas. The companies also have 

too high expectations and only hire people with previous 

experience.

The entrepreneurs find that the young are often overqualified and 

with high expectations towards work organisation (e.g. more 

flexibility) and salaries, but lack the skills needed on the job 

market and working habit.

The social scientists from EXCEPT explain, that the statistics 

show, that people with higher education have smaller 

unemployment rates and emphasize the role of families during 

acquiring education as well as searching for suitable job.

All agree, that there might be a mismatch of what is taught in 

universities and what is needed in the job market.

From the discussion, the following suggestions arise:

- The educational institutions should increase the share of 

practical studies in their programmes. A good example to 

consider would be the Scandinavian system, where there is more 

internship and practical exercises.

- The educational institutions should offer more career planning 

related subjects/services.

- The educational institutions should encourage and assist young 

people in finding places for volunteer work in their fields to get 

initial working experience and working habits.

- The young should take more action than just sending out CVs. 

Personal phone calls and initiative gives better results than 

active waiting”.

- Good way to get a job is through internships. It is an excellent 

chance to show your merits to the employer.

- There is value in networking – join a sorority and find your future 

employer from there, do volunteer work or even take courses 

outside your field.

- Entrepreneurship is also a possibility to consider.

TAKEAWAYS FROM DANDELION'S 
BARCAMP "PAIN AND GAIN OF BECOMING 
AN ADULT IN ESTONIA AND EUROPE"

DANDELION's Barcamp "Pain and gain of becoming an adult in Estonia and Europe" was 
organised by CIVITTA Estonia, on 12th of August 2017, in the popular Opinion Festival 
held annually in Paide, Estonia.

The discussion brought together social scientists from Tallinn University, Horizon 2020 project EXCEPT, SME representatives 

and young people who discussed what are the problems that young are facing in entering the labour market and how to improve 

that transition.

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DANDELION THEMATIC WORKSHOP

“EUROPEAN INTEGRATION, 
INEQUALITIES AND CITIZENS’ 
PARTICIPATION: HOW SOCIAL 
SCIENCES CREATE VALUE FOR 
POLICY AND SOCIETY”

TALLINN, ESTONIA
13 OCTOBER 2017
#eu2017ee

LISBON, PORTUGAL
31 OCTOBER 2017 

DANDELION will organise a Thematic Workshop on 13 October 2017, as a side-event of the 

Estonian Presidency Research Policy Conference "European Research Excellence - Impact 

and Value for Society" that will take place in Tallinn, Estonia. .

The Thematic Workshop "European integration, inequalities and citizens’ participation: 

How social sciences create value for policy and society" will take place on the 13th of 

October 2017 from 09h to 12h. 

The interactive roundtable discussion at the workshop will highlight how research from 

socio-economic sciences and humanities (SSH) contributes to understanding and coping 

with rising social inequalities and exclusion, how to foster citizens’ and especially youth 

participation in democratic processes, and not least, how to promote inclusive visions of 

EU integration.

In a series of inputs, representatives from academia, policy-making, and the civil society 

will showcase “what works” in practice in terms of research transfer to other societal 

stakeholders for the common benefit. In the plenary discussion we will identify which 

factors enable the “ripeness” or readiness of research to deliver impact, which barriers 

need to be overcome, and when, how and whom to engage within the research process in 

order to generate value for policy and society.

The rationale and agenda of the Thematic Workshop is available HERE. 

For more information about the DANDELION workshop, please contact 
Kristiina Laurits from Civitta at kristiina.laurits@civitta.ee. 

DANDELION THEMATIC WORKSHOP

“VALORISATION ACTIVITIES AND 
SSH RESEARCH RIPENESS FOR 
IMPACT”

Within the Conference Democracy and Europe - our common future?, the project 

DANDELION is organising a workshop on the 31st of October 2017 (14:30 to 17:15) around 

the theme of Valorisation activities and SSH research Ripeness for Impact.

The workshop aims at bringing together SSH researchers, research managers, such as 

National Contact Points, and dissemination/impact managers, in order to generate 

actionable knowledge for the everyday practice of SSH research, and help demonstrate 

and enhance its unique value.

In two consecutive working sessions, we will  

FIRST, explore the multitude of research dissemination, communication, and transfer 

activities between SSH researchers and stakeholders from policy, civil society and 

business, which leads to positive impacts and societal value out of research; and
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SECOND, based upon illustrative cases brought by all participants, we will position 

‘productive interactions’ among stakeholders within the stages of the research cycle, 

which help research results to ‘travel’ outwards, triggering exchange.  We will focus 

thereby on the dimensions of the When, With-whom, What, How, and What-for of the 

activities identified in the first session, in order to come up with what works, where 

barriers exit, but also untapped potential for exchange and collaboration among SSH 

researchers and stakeholders from policy, civil society, and business.

The number of participants will be limited to 30 and selection will be based upon criteria 

of diversity, experience, and expertise.

Please REGISTER HERE 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
14 FEBRUARY 2018

DANDELION POLICY WORKSHOP 

“COORDINATING POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
DURABLE ACTION”

On the 14th of February 2018, the projects COURAGE and DANDELION invites other 

H2020 projects in the field of cultural heritage to a Policy Workshop in Brussels, in a 

joint effort to find responses to questions such as:

1. How to produce a policy recommendation? 

2. What format should it take so that policy makers read it? 

3. What are the most effective techniques in framing such a document? 

4. How can you effectively address European Commission representatives? 

5. What are the key issues at stake in the cultural heritage field? 

6. How can projects harmonize their recommendations to have a real impact?

This workshop aims to improve the capacity of H2020 projects in the development of policy 

recommendations, developing synergies and bringing the results directly to 

representatives of the European Commission and policy makers. The ultimate goal is to 

enhance the networking capacities of projects and raise the impact of policy 

recommendations. 

We invite all interested projects especially within the framework programme Societal 

Challenge 6 “Europe in a changing world - inclusive, innovative and reflective societies” 

focusing on cultural heritage, to contribute to the workshop.

Participants to the workshop would have the chance to directly address representatives 

from the European Commission at various levels of the administration and discuss with 

other projects, about pressing issues and possible solutions.

Brief presentations and world-cafe method will be combined to find out how the projects 

can assist the work of the Commission more effectively in the cultural heritage field.

To register, please click “HERE”. 

For more information, please contact:

Robert Miskuf (PEDAL Consulting / DANDELION) r.miskuf@pedal-consulting.eu and Tamás Scheibner 
(COURAGE) scheibner.tamas@btk.mta.hu
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H2020-SC6 PROJECTS
WHAT ARE THEY UP TO: 

CrESSI Project - Creating Economic Space 
for Social Innovation

A special issue in the Journal of Social Entrepreneurship explores 

the role of social innovation for overcoming marginalization and 

exclusion in Europe. The issue offers new empirical and 

theoretical material with which to explore social innovation as a 

driver of structural, socio-hierarchical change. Four in-depth case 

studies from Germany, Hungary, Italy, and the Netherlands provide 

rich quantitative and qualitative material for the empirical and 

conceptual exploration of the extended social grid model, 

developed within the FP7project CrESSI (Creating Economic Space 

for Social Innovation).

Three of the cases - solidarity purchasing groups (Italy), 

community interest groups for decentralized water management 

(Germany) and systems of private money (Netherlands) – are built 

upon coordinated, primary data collection in a mixed method 

approach, which makes a comparison across cases possible. For 

each case, 30 interviews were conducted and on this basis a 

quantitative questionnaire with beneficiaries was carried out. The 

analysis of the Hungarian case is based on other, secondary data, 

collected within the programme described.

Data are used to present results on:

- Capturing the impact of social innovation on individual’s agencies 

in social innovation, including gender analysis and the benefits 

from participation in social innovation for women and men

- The ambivalent roles of private capital systems as well as 

micro-credit for producing alternative economic space for social 

innovation

- Niche restoration and democracy: civic action that creates 

novelty by seeking to restore the places and practices citizens 

already value. 

More information about the article HERE

EXCEPT Project - Social Exclusion of 
Youth in Europe: Cumulative Disadvantage, 
Coping Strategies, Effective Policies and 
Transfer

EXCEPT, an innovate EU-funded Social Exclusion research project, 

has published its second Policy Brief.  Available in English and 

German, the Policy Brief presents the results of an extensive 

European comparative analysis on the effects of policies for 

wellbeing and health. The analyses compares data in a multilevel 

design at both the macro (policy) and micro (individual) level, and 

across countries. 

This analysis is done to answer two key questions: 

1. What is the association between labour market disadvantages 
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and wellbeing and health for young people in each country? 

2. Which national-level labour market policies impact on the 

variations in wellbeing and health for young people across 

countries?

By answering these questions, the EXCEPT team makes clear 

recommendations and identifies effective policies, which are 

detailed in full in the Policy Brief and supporting Working Papers.

The key findings show that a number of labour market and 

education policies and strategies are effective in reducing the 

negative impact of labour market exclusion on wellbeing, 

including: 

• Increase in generosity of unemployment benefits 

• Decrease in stratification of the education system 

• Increase in enrolment rates in higher education 

• Increase in second chance opportunities within the 

educational system

Other key findings include: 

• Having a job (either permanent or temporary) really matters for 

the wellbeing and health of young people in Europe. While 

subjective job insecurity affects negatively wellbeing and health, 

the data shows only a small difference for wellbeing and no 

difference in relation to health outcomes when comparing youth 

with permanent and temporary contracts.

• Unemployment strongly deteriorates wellbeing but to a lesser 

extent health. Unemployment causes a bigger immediate drop in 

life satisfaction than in health. The unemployed–employed gap is 

particularly striking for happiness and life satisfaction. 

• Unemployment effects negatively even the partners. The health 

consequences of job separations extend beyond the unemployed 

youth also affecting their partners. These spill over effects of 

job-loss are stronger in case the male partner loses his job.

• There are long-term scarring effects of unemployment with 

respect to wellbeing and health. The consequences of 

unemployment can be long-lasting for both, mental and physical 

health acting as “scars” in the individual life course. Thus, 

unemployment experienced in young age has scarring effect on 

wellbeing and health in long term being considerably worse 

for men.

To find out more about the EXCEPT project, go to: www.except-project.eu 
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Call for Expressions of Interest: 
Creating new FabSpace Services

FabSpace 2.0 aims at making Universities open innovation centres 

for their region and at improving their contribution to the 

socio-economic and environmental performance of societies by 

exploiting Earth Observation data and geospatial information. In a 

collaborative research environment within Universities, students 

and researchers will get in contact with end-users’ needs and will 

have the possibility to rapidly prototype innovative EO-Earth 

Observation applications and services, exploiting free Sentinel 

Data and Copernicus Core Services.

FabSpace 2.0 has a network consisting of six centres (in France, 

Belgium, Germany, Italy, Greece and Poland), each one composed 

by a local University and the local ESA BIC-Business Incubation 

Centre. 

FabSpace 2.0 is expanding its network and looking to join forces 

with interested partners! Your organisation can now become part 

of the FabSpace 2.0 Network. 

Read more HERE

Few places available for the deliberative 
event in Milan – over 70 participants 
already registered!

More than 70 participants from local authorities, civil society 

organisations, business sector, etc. have already registered to the 

deliberative event in October. They are part of the group that 

submitted practices on participatory processes in co-designing 

and co-producing policies in the sustainable energy field, and will 

reunite in Milan to exchange their knowledge and experience.
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The event will be taking place on 16-17 October and will focus on 

the effectiveness, political sustainability and social legitimacy of 

participatory processes. Find out more about the event.

Do you have a participatory practice in the sustainable energy field 

you would like to showcase and exchange with other like-minded 

participants? Submit your practice and participate in the 

deliberative event in Milan. Find out more on how to submit 

your practice!

DANDELION IN A NUTSHELL

NAME
DANDELION - Promoting EU 
funded projects of inclusive, 
innovative and reflective societies

PROJECT NUMBER
693796

START DATE
April, 1st 2016

DURATION
24 mouths

BUDGET
979.438.00€

DURATION
24 mouths

979.438.00€

info@dandelion-europe.eu  |  www.dandelion-europe.eu
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